
ResearchResearch
• Finding Quality sources of• Finding Quality sources of 

information.  
• Your paper is only as good as 

the information that you put inthe information that you put in 
it.



PART II



Visible web:Visible web:
the part of the web that isthe part of the web that is  
searchable by a search engine, 
meta search engine, or subject 
directoriesdirectories











CRITERIA FOR EVALUATIONCRITERIA FOR EVALUATION

•Credibility – authorship

•Accuracy – mistakes, errors 
whether intentional or notwhether intentional or not 

Objectivity point of view; bias•Objectivity – point of view; bias

Currency date of page•Currency –date of page



CREDIBILITY
•Author should be stated up front•Author should be stated up front.

•Anonymous articles are very•Anonymous articles are very 
suspicious.p
•Author’s credentials should be 
stated and verified.
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URL: hints at authorship p
and reliability

.com=commercial .org=organization
biz=business net=Internet service.biz=business .net=Internet service

.edu=education .name=individual
ac=education int=international institution.ac education .int international institution

.gov=U.S. government .pro=professional

.mil=U.S. military ~ or %=personal site.mil U.S. military  or % personal site

f SBe aware of BIAS!





Be Wary of BlogsBe Wary of Blogs



http://www.gwbush.com

Real site would be a .gov





ACCURACY

E th ?•Errors on the page?

•Poor punctuation, capitalization?

•Statistics should be verified.  







Groves Dictionary

“In July 1960 she first...”
y

of Music and 
Musicians



“Spoof” WebsitesSpoof  Websites
• RYT Hospitals• RYT Hospitals
• Pets or Food comPets or Food.com

• Need to be cautious about 
h th i f ti iwhere the information is 

coming fromcoming from.



WikipediaWikipedia





OBJECTIVITY

• Is there a clear or hidden 
bias?



www.martinlutherking.org



vincent.breeding@stormfront.org



© 2001



The More Controversial 
the issue, the greater g

the chance of bias
• National Right to Life
• ProChoice America



CURRENCY

•Is there a date on the page?

•Has the page disappeared?





b Jan 16 1929 Groves Dictionary
of Music and Musiciansb. Jan 16, 1929 of Music and Musicians





VERIFY INFORMATION

Triangulate all data

This means verify information, y ,
especially statistics and 
author’s credentials in threeauthor’s credentials in three 
sources



YOU BE THE JUDGE

Evaluate the following webEvaluate the following web 
pages…p g
•Do you see any red flags?

•Do you see good features?
•What should you check?















WEB TOOLS

•alexa.com – who is responsible 
for the site

•web.archive.org –web.archive.org 
waybackmachine







New Yorker July 5, 1993



REMEMBER

•Question sources

•Use common senseUse common sense

•Verify information


