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5

Student posed a 
thoughtful, creative 
question or thesis 

statem
ent that engaged 

the student in 
challenging or 

provocative research. 
The question breaks new

 
ground or contributes to 
know

ledge in a focused, 
specific area. 

Student gathered 
inform

ation from
 a variety 

of quality electronic and 
print sources, including 
appropriate databases. 

Sources are relevant, 
balanced and include 

critical readings relating to 
the thesis or problem

. 
Prim

ary sources w
ere 

included (if appropriate). 

Student carefully 
analyzed the 
inform

ation 
collected and drew

 
appropriate and 

inventive 
conclusions 

supported by 
evidence. Voice of 

the student w
riter is 

evident. 

Student developed 
appropriate structure 

for com
m

unicating 
product, incorporating 

variety of quality 
sources. Inform

ation is 
logically and creatively 
organized w

ith sm
ooth 

transitions. 

Student docum
ented all 

sources, including visuals, 
sounds, and anim

ations. 
Sources are properly 
cited, both in-text/in-

product and on W
orks-

Cited/W
orks-Consulted 

pages/slides. 
D

ocum
entation is error-

free. 

Student effectively and 
creatively used 

appropriate 
com

m
unication tools to 

convey conclusions and 
dem

onstrated thorough, 
effective research 

techniques. Product 
displays creativity and 

originality.

N
o noticeable gram

m
ar, 

spelling, or useage errors in 
project or w

orks cited.

3

Student posed a focused 
question involving the 
student in challenging 

research. 

Student gathered 
inform

ation from
 a variety 

of relevant sources--print 
and electronic 

Student product 
show

s good effort 
w

as m
ade in 

analyzing the 
evidence collected 

Student logically 
organized the product 

and m
ade good 

connections am
ong 

ideas 

Student docum
ented 

sources w
ith som

e care. 
Sources are cited, both in-

text/in-product and on 
W

orks-Cited/W
orks-

Consulted pages/slides. 
Few

 errors noted. 

Student effectively 
com

m
unicated the results 

of research to the 
audience but the product 

lacks originality or 
creativity.

Few
er than one 

gram
m

atical, spelling, or 
useage error in the project 

or w
orks cited.
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Student constructed a 
question that lends itself 

to readily available 
answ

ers 

Student gathered 
inform

ation from
 a lim

ited 
range of sources and 

displayed m
inim

al effort in 
selecting quality resources 

Student's 
conclusions could 
be supported by 

stronger evidence. 
Level of analysis 
could have been 

deeper. 

Student could have put 
greater effort into 

organizing the product 

Student needs to use 
greater care in 

docum
enting sources. 

D
ocum

entation w
as 

poorly constructed. 

Student needs to w
ork on 

com
m

unicating m
ore 

effectively

Tw
o or m

ore gram
m

atical, 
spelling, or useage errors 
per page in the project.

1

Student relied on teacher-
generated questions or 
developed a question 

requiring little creative 
thought. 

Student gathered 
inform

ation that lacked 
relevance, quality, depth 

and balance. 

Student's 
conclusions sim

ply 
involved restating 

inform
ation. 

Conclusions w
ere 

not supported by 
evidence. 

Student's w
ork is 

difficult to follow
 based 

on organization and 
structure.

This could be the lam
est 

attem
pt at a w

orks cited 
in the post-w

riting-on-
stone-tablets w

orld.

Student needs to w
ork on 

com
m

unicating m
ore 

effectively

Convention  errors so 
num

erous as to be 
distracting 

0

Thesis or question is 
fatally flaw

ed or is so 
over-done as to be 

cliched.

Student gathered little or no 
relevant evidence.

Student did not 
draw

 conclusions.
Student's w

ork is not 
logically or effectively 

structured. 

N
o docum

entation 
provided.

Student show
ed little 

evidence of thoughtful 
research. Product does not 

effectively com
m

unicate 
research findings.

So m
any errors that the 

research is lost am
id the 

butchery of the English 
language
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